
man being and grew like us. He 
looked every inch a Jew from 
Palestine. He was a real man 
who worked as a carpenter — 
that’s the reality of Christmas. 
 
3. He was tempted like us. The 
Bible says Jesus was tempted, 
just like us, yet he was without 
sin (Hebrews 4:14-16). Jesus 
experienced the same pres-
sures that you and I do, the 
same temptations and desires, 
but he never gave into them. 
This is important because it 
means Jesus can relate to you 
when you’re struggling with 
temptations. 
 
4. He suffered like us. Jesus felt 

pain and disappointment. He 

became tired and lonely. He 

grieved, he cried, he was hu-

man. In Gethsemane Jesus said, 

“The sorrow in my heart is so 

great that it almost crushes 

me”.  Jesus knew what it was 

like to feel pain and to be under 

pressure. That is the reality of 

Christmas. 

May the Lord richly bless you 

this Christmas Season! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Danny & Karyn Rigney 

www.pathwaynow.com  

Dear Church Family, 
 

He Came...He didn’t have to 
but He Came. 
 

Jesus always had the nature of 
God.  Jesus was God, and he 
came to live among us for a 
while (John 1). That is the rele-
vance of Christmas. 

Jesus didn’t start in the stable. 
He existed even before Crea-
tion. The preeminence of Christ 
is explained in Colossians, 
where we are told He is the 
exact likeness of the unseen 
God, he existed before anything 
else, and in truth, He is the 
Creator who made everything 
in Heaven and on Earth 
(Colossians 1:15-16). 

We may have a hard time relat-
ing to a vague being in the sky, 
but Jesus is God in the flesh. 
The Bible says if you’ve seen 
Jesus, you’ve seen God (John 1). 
If Jesus really is God and God 
came to Earth, then Christmas 
is the most relevant event of 
history. 

The reality of Christmas was 
that Jesus Christ was a real 
man, flesh and blood, bones 
and hair. He was a real person 
— not a myth, not a fable, not a 
nice story. The Bible says Jesus 
“of his own free will  gave up all 
he had, and took the nature of 
a servant. He became like a 

human being and appeared in 
human likeness” (Philippians 
2:7 ). 

Why would Jesus come as a 
human being? Consider this: If 
God had wanted to communi-
cate with dogs, he would have 
become a dog. If he wanted to 
communicate with birds, he 
would have become a bird. But 
God wanted to communicate 
with people, so he became a 
person. 

How is Jesus like us? 

1. He was born like us. He gave 

up all he had and came into the 

world like billions of other ba-

bies. Yet, the whole history of 

the world rested in that one 

fragile infant. There was no 

flashy entrance that could be 

seen by everyone in the world. 

Jesus came in the middle of the 

night in a stable in Bethlehem. 

Jesus was God in human form, 

born like us (Luke 2:5-7). 

2. He grew like us. Jesus grew 
and developed and had growth 
spurts (Luke 2:52). Can you 
imagine what it would have 
been like to be in school with 
Jesus? You would know that he 
was a little bit different, but 
would you believe that he was 
God? He did not parade the fact 
that he was God. He was a hu-

L e t t e r  F r o m  O u r  P a s t o r  
O U R   

M I S S I O N  

We exist to 

honor God by 

connecting peo-

ple, growing be-

lievers and shar-

ing hope. 

P A T H W A Y  C H U R C H  O F  G O D  
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“For a child is born  
to us, a son is given 

to us. The government 
will rest on his 

shoulders. And he will 
be called: Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of 

Peace.”   
Isaiah 9:6  
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D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6  

Singing  
Christmas Tree 

@ 7pm 

Singing  
Christmas Tree 

@ 10:30am 

Guest Speaker, 
Bobby Majors 
in pm service  

@ 6pm 

Christ’s B’day 
offering 

Presentation of 
gifts to pastors 

NO SERVICE 

Christmas 
Service @ 
10:30am 

IGNITE  
Deliveries 

9am—Noon 

IGNITE 
 Distribution 
9am—Noon 


